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ships, together with all the rest of their booty, they returned
to the Island of Hispaniola, to give account to their leader,
Capt. Morgan, of all they had performed.

Preparations for Departure.

They had now been absent five entire weeks, about
the commission aforementioned, which long delay occasioned
Capt. Morgan slmost to despair of their return, fearing
lest they had fallen into the hands of the Spaniards, es-
pecially considering that the place whereto they went
could easily be relieved from Cartagena and Sauta Marta,
if the inhabitants were at all careful to alarm the country;
on the other side he feared lest they should have made
some great fortune in that voyage, and with it ecscaped to
some other place. But at last seeing his ships return, and
in greater number than they had departed, he resumed
new courage, this sight causing both in him and his com-
panions infinite joy. This was much increased when, being
arrived, they found them full laden with maize, whereof
they stood in great need for the maintenance of so many

people, by whose help they oxpected great matters through
the conduct of their commander.

After Capt. Morgan had divided the sail nwmize, as
also the flesh which the hunters brought in, among all the
ships, according to the number of men that were in every
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vessel, he concluded upon the departure, having viewed
beforehand every ship, and observed their being well
equipped and clean. Thus he set sail, and directed his
course towards Cape Tiburén, where he determined to
take his measures and resolution, of what enterprise he
should take in hand. No sooner were they arrived there
than they met with some other ships that cume newly to
join them from Jamaica. So that now the whole fleet
consisted of thirty-seven ships, wherein were two thousand
tighting men, besides mariners and boys; the Admiral hereof
was mounted with twenty-two great guns, and six small
ones, of brass; the rest carried some twenty, some sixteen,
some eighteen, and the smallest vessel at least four, bes‘des
which they had great quantity of ammunition and fire-
balls, with other inventions of powder.

Proposed Division of Spoils.

Capt. Morgan finding himself with such a great num-
ber of ships, divided the whole fleet into two squadrons,
constituting a Vice-Admiral, and other officers and com-
manders of the second squadron, distinct from the former.
To every one of these he gave letters patent, or commis-
sions, to act all manner of hostility against the Spanish
nation, and take of them what ships they could, either
abroad at sea, or’'in the harbours, in like manner as if
they were open and declared enemies (as he termed it) of
the King of Englund, his pretended master.  This being
done, he called all his captains and other officers together,
and caused them to sign some articles of common agree-
ment between them, and in the name of all.  Herein it
was stipulated that he should have the hundredth part of
all that was gotten, to himself alone. That every captain
should draw the shares of eight men, for the cxpenses of
his ship, besides his own: That the surgeon, besides his
ordinary pay, should have two hundred pieces of eight, for
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his chest of medicaments: And every carpenter, above his
common salary, should draw one hundred pieces of eight.
As to recompences,they were regulated in this voyage much
more than usual. - Thus, for the loss of both legs, they
assigned one thousand five hundred pieces of eight or
fifteen slaves; for one leg. whether the right or left, six
hundred pieces of eight or six slaves; for a hand, as much
as for a leg, and for the loss of an eye, one hundred
pieces of eight or one slave. Lastly, unto him that in any
battle should signalize himself, either by entering the first
+ any castle, or taking down the Spanish colours and setting
- up the English, they constituted fifty pieces of eight for a
reward. In the heud of these articles it was stipulated
that all these extraordinary salaries, recompences aud re-
wards should be paid out of the first spoil or purchase
they should take, according as every one should then
occur to be either rewarded or paid.

: This contract being signed, Capt. Morgan commanded
' his Vice-Admirals and Captains to put all things in order,
to go and attempt onmo of three places, either Cartagena,
Panama or Vera Cruz; but the lot fell upon Panama as
being believed to be the richest of all three; notwithstand-
ing this city being situated at such distance from the
Northern sea, as they knew not well the avenues and
entries necessary to approach it, they judged it necessary
to go beforehand to the isle of St. Catharine, there to find
and provide themselves with some persons who might serve
them for guides in this enterprize; for in the garrison of
that island are commonly ecmployed many banditti and
outlaws belonging to Panama and the neighboring places,
who are very expert in the knowledge of all that country.
But before they proceeded any farther, they caused an
act to be published through the whole fleet, containing
that in case they met with any Spanish vessel, the first
captain who with his men should enter and take the said
ship, should have for his reward the tenth part of whatso-
ever should be found within her.
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Attack Isle of St. Catharine.

Capt. Morgan and his companions weighed anchor
from the Cape of Tiburén, the 16th day of December in
the year 1670. Four days after they arrived within sight
of the Isle of St. Catharine, (1) which was now in pos-
session of the Spaniards again, and to which they commonly
banished the malefactors of the Spanish dominions in the
West Indies. In this island are found huge quantities of
pigeons at certain seasons of the year; it is watered con-
, tinually by four rivulets or brooks, whereof two are always
dry in the summer season. Here is no manner of trade
nor commerce exercised by the inhabitants, neither do they
give themselves the trouble to plant more fruits than what
is necessary for the sustentation of human life; howbeit,
the country would be sufficient to make very good planta-
tions of tobacco, which might render considerable profit
were it cultivated for that use.

As soon as Capt. Morgan came near the island with
his fleet, he sent before one of his best sailing vessels to
view the entry of the river and see if any other ships were
there who might hinder him from landing; as also fearing
lest they should give intelligence of his arrival to the in-
habitants of the island, and they by this means prevent
his designs.

The next day before sunrise, all the fleet came to
anchor near the island, in a certain bay called Aguada
Grande; upon this bay the Spaniards had lately built a
battery, mounted with four pieces of cannon. Captain
Morgan landed with a thousand men, more or less, and
disposed them into squadrons, beginning his march through
the woods, although they had no other guides than some
few of his own men who had been there before when

(1) Also known as Santa Katalina or Old Providence, an island
in the Caribbean Sea, 100 miles from the Mosquito Coast, now belong-
‘ing to Venezuela.
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Mansvelt took and ransacked the island. The same day
they came to a certain place where the Governor at other
times kept his ordinary residence: here they found a bat-
tery called The Platform, but nobody in it; the Spaniards
having retived to the lesser island, which, as was said
before, is so near the great one that a short bridge only
may conjoin them.

Pirates in Serious Straits.

This lesser island aforesaid was so well fortified with
forts and batteries around it as might seem impregnable.
Hereupon, as soon as the Spaniards perceived the pirates
to approach, they began to fire upon them so furiously
that they could advance nothing that day, but were con-
tented to retreat a little, and take up their rest upon the
grass in the open fields, which afforded no strange beds to
these people, as being sufficiently used to such kind of
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repose; what most afflicted them was hunger, having not
eaten the least thing that whole day. About midnight it
hegan to rain so hard that those miserable people had
much ado to resist so much hardship, the greatest part of
them having no other clothes than a pair of seaman’s
trousers or breeches, and a shirt, without either shoes or
stockings. Thus finding themselves in great extremity,
they began to pull down a few thatched houses to make
fires withal; in a word, they were in such condition that
one hundred men, indifferently well armed, might easily
that night have torn them all to pieces. The next morning
about break of day the rain ceased, at which time they
began to dry their arms, which were entirely wet, and pro-
ceed on their march. But not long after, the rain com-
menced anew, rather harder than before, as if the skies
‘were melted into waters, which caused them to cease from
advancing towards the forts, whence the Spaniards con-
tinually fired at the Pirates, secing them to approach.

The Pirates were now reduced to great affliction and
danger of their lives through the hardness of the weather,
their own nakedness and the great hunger they sustained.
For a small relief hereof, they happened to find in the
fields an old horse, which was hoth lean and full of scabs
and blotches, with galled back and sides. This horrid
animal they instantly killed and flayed, and divided into
small pieces among themselves as far as it would reach,
for many could not obtain one morsel, which they roasted
and devoured without either salt or bread, more like raven-
ous wolves than men.

. A Threat and the Answer.

The rain as yet ceased not to fall, and Capt. Morgan
perceived their minds to relent, hearing many of them say
they would return on board the ships. Amongst these
fatigues both of mind and body, he thought it convenient
to use some sudden and almost unexpected remedy; to this

-_—
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effect he commanded a canoe to be rigged in all haste,
and the colours of truce to be hanged out of it. This °
canoe he sent to the Spanish governor of the island with
this message: That if within a few hours he delivered not
himself and all his men into his hands, he did that mes.
senger swear to kim, and all those that were in his company,
he would almost certainly put them all to the sword, without
granting quarter to any.

After noon the canoe returned with this answer:
That the Governor desired two hours time to deliberate wéth
his officers in a full council about that affair; which being
past, he would give his positive answer to the message,

The time now being elapsed, the said Governor sent
two canoes with white colours, and two persons, to treat
with Capt. Morgan, but before they landed, they demanded
of the Pirates two persons as hostages of their security.
These were readily granted by Capt. Morgan, who de-
livered to them two of his captains, for a mutual pledge
of the security required. @~ With this the Spaniards pro-
pounded to Capt. Morgan, that their Governor in a full
assembly had resolved to deliver up the island, not being
provided with sufficient forces to defend it against such
an armada or fleet. But withal he desired that Captain
Morgan would be pleased to use a certain stratagem of
war, for the better saving of his own credit, and the repu-
tation of his officers both abroad and at home, which
should be as follows: That Capt. Morgan would come with
his troops by night, near the bridge that joined the lesser
island to the great one, and there attack the fort of St.
Jerome; that at the same time all the ships of his fleet
would draw near the castle of Santa Teresa, and attack
it by sea, landing in the meanwhile some more troops,
near the battery called St. Matthew; that these troops
which were newly landed should by this means intercept
the Governor by the way, as he endeavoured to pass to
St. Jerome’s fort, and then take him prisoner, using the
formality, as if they forced him to deliver the said castle;
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and that he would lead the English into it, under the
fraud of being his own troops; that on one side and the
other there should be continual firing at one another, but
without bullets, or at least into the air, so that no side
might receive any harm by this device; that thus having
obtained two such considerable forts, the chief of the isle,
he mneed not care for the rest, which of necessity must

_ fall by course into his hands.

A Mock Surrender.

These propositions, every one, were granted by Capt.
Morgan, upon condition they should see them faithfully
observed, for otherwise they should be used with all
rigour imaginable: this they promised to do, and hereupon
took their leave, and returned to give account of their
negotiation to the Governor. Presently after, Capt. Morgan
commanded the whole fleet to enter the port, and his men
to be in readiness to assault that night the castle of St
Jerome. Thus the false alarm or battle began with in-
cessant firing of great guns from both the castles against
the ships, but without bullets, as was said before.  Then
the Pirates landed, and assaulted by night the lesser
island, which they took, as also possession of both the
fortresses, forcing all the Spaniards, in appearance, to fly
to the church. Before this assault, Capt. Morgan had sent
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word to the Governor he should keep all his men together
in a body, otherwise if the Pirates met any straggling
Spaniards in the streets, they should certainly shoot them.

The island being taken by this unusual stratagem,
and all things put in due order, the Pirates began to
make a new war against the poultry, cattle and all sort of
victuals they could find.  This was their whole employ for
some days, scarce thinking of anything else than to kill
those animals, roast and eat, and make good cheer, as
much as they could possibly attain unto. 1f wood was
wanting, they presently fell upon the houses, and pulling
them down, made fires with the timber, as had been done
before in the field. The next day they numbered all the
prisoners they had taken upon the whole island, which
were found to be in all four hundred and fifty persons,
between men, women and children, viz, one hundred aund
ninety soldiers belonging to the garrison; forty inhabitants
who were married; forty-three children; thirty-four slaves
belonging to the King, with ‘eight children; cight banditti;
thirty-nine negroes belonging to private persons, with twen-
ty-seven female blacks, ‘and thirty-four childven. The
Pirates disarmed all the Spaniards, and sent them out im-
mediately to the plantations, to seek for provisions, leaving
the women in the church, there to exercise their devotions.

Fortifications of St. Catherine.

Soon after they took a review of the whole island,
and all the fortresses belonging thereunto, which they found
to be nine in all, as follows: the fort of St. Jerome, nearest
to the bridge, had eight great guns of 12, 6 and 8 pound
carriage, together with six pipes of muskets, every pipe
containing ten muskets. Here they found still sixty muskets,
with sufficient quantity of powder and all other sorts of
ammunition. The second fortress, called St. Matthew, had
threc guns, of 8 pound carriage each. The third and
chief among all the rest, named Santa Teresa, had twenty

— -
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great guns, of 18, 12, 8 and 6 pound carriage, with ten
pipes of muskets, like those we said before, and ninety
muskets remaining. besides all other warlike ammunition.
This castle was built with stone and mortar, with very
thick walls on all sides, and a lurge ditch around about
it of twenty foot depth, which although it was dry was
very hard to get over. Here was no entry hut through
one door, which corresponded to the middle of the castle.
Within it was a mount, or hill. aim st inaccessible, with
four pieces of cannon at the top, whence they could shoot
dircctly into the port.  On the :eu side this castle was im-
pregnable, by reason of the rocks which smrrounded it and
the sea beating furiously upon them. [n like manner, on
the side of the land, it was sn commodiously scated on a
mountain that theie was no access to it, but by a path of
threc ov four foot broad. The fourth fortress was named
St. Augustine, having three gnns, of 8 and 6 pound' car-
ringe. The fifth, nam~d La Puttaforma de la Concepcion,
had only two guns, of cight pound ecarringe.  The sixth,
by name San Salvidor, had likewise no  more than two
guns. The seventh, being called Plattaforina  de los Ar-
tilleros, had also two guns. The eighth, called Santa Cruz,
had three guns. The ninth, which was called St. Joseph's
Fort, had six guns, of 12 and 8 pound carrae, besides
two pipes of muskets and sufficient ammunition,

In the storehouse were found above thirty thousand
pounds of powider, with all other smts of ammunition,
which were transported by the Pirates on hoard the ships.
All the guns were stopped and nailed, and th: fortresses
demolished, excepting that of St. Jerome, where the Pirates
kept their guard and resudence.

Pirates Start for San Lorenzo.

Capt. Morgan enquired if any banditti were there
from Panama or Porto Bello, and hereupon three were
brought before him. who pretended to be very expert in
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all the avenues of those parts. He asked them if they,
would be his guides, and show him the securest ways and
passages to Panama; which, if they performed, he promised
them equal shares in all they should pillage and rob in
. that expedition, and that afterwards he would set them at
liberty, by transporting them to Jamaica. These proposi-
tions pleased the banditti very well, and they readily ac-’
cepted his proffers, promising to serve him very faithfully '@
in all he should desire, especially one of these three, who

was the greatest rogue, thief and assassin among them,
and who had deserved for his crimes rather to be broken
alive upon the whee] than punished with serving in a gar-
rison. This wicked fellow had a great ascendancy over'
the other two banditti, and could domineer and command
over them as he pleased, they not daring to refuse

obedience to his orders.

Hereupon Capt. Morgan commanded four ships and
one boat to be equipped and provided with all things
Becessary, to go and take the castle of Chagre, seated
upon a river of that name. Neither would he go himself
with his whole fleet, fearing less the Spaniards should be
jealous of his farther designs upon Panama. In these
vessels he caused to embark four hundred men, who went
to put in execution the orders of their chief commander
Capt. Morgan, while he himself remained behind in the
Island of St. Catharine, with the rest of the fleet, expecting
to hear the success of their arms.

The Castle of Chagre (San Lorenzo).

Capt. Morgan sending these four ships and a boat
to the river of Chagre, chose for Vice-Admiral thereof a
certain person named Capt. Brodely. This man had been
a long time in those quarters, and committed many rob-
beries upon the Spaniards when Mansvelt took the Isle of
St. Catharine. He, being therefore well acquainted with
those coasts, was thought a fit person for this exploit, his
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actions likewise having rendered him famous among the
Pirates, and their enemies the Spaniards. Capt. Brodely
being chosen chief commander of these forces, in three
days after he departed from the presence of Captain
Morgan, arrived within sight of the said castle of Chagre,
which by the English is called St. Lawrence. (1) This
castle is built upon a high mountain, at the entry of the
1iver, and surrounded on all sides with strong palisades or
wooden walls, being very well terrepleined, and filled with
earth, which renders them as secure as the best walls
made of stone or brick. The top of this mountain is in a
manner divided into two parts, between which lies a ditch,
of the depth of thirty foot. The castle itself has but one
entry, and that by a drawbridge which passes over the
ditch aforementioned. On the land side it has four bas-
tions, that on the sea containing ouly two more. That part
thereof that looks towards the south is totally inaccessible
and impossible to be climbed, through the infinite asperity
of the mountain. The north side is surrounded by the
river, which hereabouts runs very broad. At the foot of
the said castle, or rather mountain, is seated a strong fort,
with eight great guns, which commands and impedes the
entry of the river. Not much lower are to be seen two
other batteries, whereof each hath six pieces of cannon, to
defend likewise the mouth of the said river. At one side
of the castle are built two great store-houses, in which are
deposited all sorts of warlike ammunition, and merchandize,
which are brought thither from the inner parts of the
country. Near these houses is a high pair of stairs, hewn
out of the rock, which serves to mount to the top of the
castle.  On the west side of the said fortress lies a small
port, which is not above seven or eight fathoms deep, being
very fit for small vessels and of very good anchorage.
Besides this, there lies before the castle, at the entry of

(1) English rendition of the Spanish, ‘San Lorenzo.*
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U# rver. a great rock. scarce to be perceived above water.
® s at Jow tide.

Attack on the Castle.

No sooner had the Spaniards perceived the Pirates
t» onme than they began w fire incessantly at them with
tiw: biggest of their guns. They came to an anchor in a
small port, at the distance of a league more or less from -
the castle. The next morning very early they went on
sizore and marched through the woods to attack the castle
on that side.  This march continued until two o’clock in
the: afternoon. before they could reach the castle, by reason
of the difficnities of the way, and its mire and dirt. And
althv,igh their guides served them exactly, notwithstanding
they came so near the castle at first that they lost many
of their men with the shot from the guns, they being in an
op#n place where nothing could cover nor defend  them.
Tins much perplexed the Pirates in their minds, they not
kunowing what to do, nor what course to take, for on that
side, of necessity they must make the assault, and being
uncovered from head to foot, they could not advance one
step without great danger.  Besides that, the castle, both
for its situation and strength, caused them much to fear
the sucerss of their enterprize.  But to give it over they
dared not, lest they should be reproached and scorned by
their companions,

Doomed by a Burning Arrow.

At last, after many doubts and disputes among
themselves, they resolved to hazard the assault and their
lives after a most desperate manner. Thus they advanced
towards the castle, with their swords in one hand and fire-
balls in the other. The Spaniards defended themsclves
very briskly, ceasing not to fire at them with their great
guns and muskets continually crying withal: Come on, ye
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English dogs, enemies to God and our King; let your com—
panions that are behind come on too; ye shall not go to
Panama this bout, After the Pirates had made some trial
to climb up the walls, they were forced to retreat, which
they accordingly did, resting themselves until night.  This
being come, they returned to the assault, to try if by the
help of their fire-balls they could overcome and pull down
the pales before the wall. This they attempted to do,and
while they were about it there happened a very remarkable
accident, which gave them the opportunity of the victory.
One of the Pirates was wounded with an arrow in his
back, which pierced his body to the other side.  This in-
stantly he pulled out with great valour at the side of his
breast, then taking a little cotton that he had about him,
he wound it about the said arrow, and putting it into his
musket, shot it back into the castle. But the cotton being
kindled by the powder, occasioned two or three houses
that were within the castle, being thatched with palmn
leaves, to take fire, which the Spaniards perceived not so
soon as was necessary. For this fire meeting with a parcel
of powder, blew it up, and thereby caused great runin, and
no less consternation to the Spaniards, who were not able
to account for this accident, not having seen the beginning
thereof.

Brave Resistance by Defenders.

Thus the Pirates, perceiving the good cffect of the
arrow and the beginning of the misfortune of the Spaniards
were infinitely gladdened thereat. And while they were
busied in extinguishing the fire, which caused great con-
fusion in the whole castle, having not sufficient water
wherewithal to do it, the Pirates made use of this oppor-
tunity, setting fire likewise to the palisades. Thus the fire
was seen at the same time in scveral parts about the
castle, which gave themm huge advantage against the
Spaniards. Kor many breaches were made at once by the
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fire among the pales, great heaps of earth fallmg down
into the ditch. Upon these the Pirates climbed up, and
got over into the castle, notwithstanding that some Spaniards
who were not busied about the fire, cast down upon them
many flaming pots, full of combustible matter and odious
smells, which occasioned the loss of many of the English.

The Spaniards, notwithstanding the great resistance
they made, could not hinder the palisades from being en-
tirely burnt before midnight. Meanwhile the Pirates ceased
not to persist in their intention of {aking the castle. To
which effect, although the fire was great, they would creep
upon the ground, as nigh unto it as they could, and shoot
amidst the flames against the Spaniards they could per-
ceive on the other side, and thus caused many to fall dead
from the walls. When day was come, they observed all
the movable earth that lay between the pales to be fallen
into the ditch in huge quantity. So that now those within
the castle did in a manner lie equally exposed to them
without, as had been on the contrary before. Whereupon
the Pirates continued shooting very furiously against them,
and killed great numbers of Spaniards. For the Governor
had given them orders not to retire from those posts
which corresponded to the heaps of earth fallen into the
ditch, and caused the artillery to be transported to the
breaches.

Castle Surrenders—Heavy Losses.

Notwithstanding, the fire within the castle still con-
tinued, and now the Pirates from without used what means
they could to hinder its progress, by shooting incessantly
against it. One party of the Pirates was employed only .
to this purpose, and another to watch all the motions of
the Spaniards, and take all opportunities against them.
About noon the English happened to gain a breach, which
the Governor himself defended with twenty-five soldiers.
Here was performed a very courageous and warlike re-

(-
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sistance by the Spaniards, both with muskets, pikes, stones
and swords. Yet notwithstanding, through all these arms
the Pirates forced and fought their way, till at last they
gained the castle. The Spaniards who remained alive cast
themselves down from the castle into the sea, choosing
rather to die precipitated by their own selves (few or none
surviving the fall) than ask any quarter for their lives.
The Governor himself retreated to the corps du garde,before
which were placed two pieces of cannon. Here he intended
still to defend himself, neither would he demand any
quarter. But at last he was killed with a musket shot,
which pierced his skull into the brain.

The Governor being dead, and the corps du garde
surrendered, they found still remaining in it alive to the
number of thirty men, whereof scarce ten were not wound-
ed. These informed the Pirates that eight or nine of
their soldiers had deserted their colours, and were gone to
Panama to carry news of their arrival and invasion. These
thirty men alone were remaining of three hundred and
fourteen, wherewith the castle was garrisoned, among which
number not one officer was found alive. They were all
made prisoners, and compelled to tell whatever they knew
of their designs and enterprises. Among other things they
declared that the Governor of Panama had notice sent him
three weeks ago from Cartagena, how that the English
were equipping a fleet at Hispaniola, with design to come
and take the said city of Panama. Moreover, that this
their intention had been known by a person, who had run
away from the Pirates at the river De la Hacha, where
they provided their fleet with corn. That, upon this news,
the said Governor had sent one hundred and sixty-four
men to strengthen the garrison of that castle, together
with much provisions and warlike ammunition; the ordinary
garrison whereof did only consist of one hundred and fifty
men. So that in all they made the number aforementioned
of three hundred and fourteen men being all very well
armed. Besides this they had declared that the Governor
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of Panama had placed several ambuscades all along the
river of Chagre, and that he waited for their coming, in
the open fields of Panama, with three thousand six hun-
dred men.

The taking of this castle of Chagre cost the Pirates
excessively dear, in comparison to the small numbers they
used to lose at others time and places.  Yea, their toil
and labour here far excceded what they sustained at the
conquest of the Isle of St. Catharine and its adjacent.
For coming to numbcr their men, they found that they
had lost above one hundred, besides those that were
wounded, whose number exceeded seventy. They com-
manded the Spaniards that were prisoners to cast all the
dead bodies of their own men down from the top of. the
mountain to the seaside, and afterwards to bury them.
Such as were wounded were carried to the church belong-
ing to the castle, of which they made a hospital, and
where also they shut up the women.

Morgan Starts for San Lorenzo.

Capt. Morgan remained not long time behind at the
Isle of St. Catharine. after taking the castle of Chagre of
which he had notice presently sent him. Yet notwith-
standing, before he departed thence, he caused to be em-
barked all the provisions that could he found, together
with great quantities of maize or Indian wheat, and
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cassava, whereof in like manner is made bread in those
parts. He commanded likewise great store of provisions
should be transported to the garrison of the aforesaid
castle of Chagre, from what parts soever they could be
got. At a certain place on the island they cast into the
sea all the guns belonging thereto, with a design to return
and leave that island well garrisoned, for the perpetual
possession of Pirates. Notwithstanding, he ordered all the
houses and forts to be set’ on fire, excepting only the castle
of St. Teresa, which he judged to be the strongest and
securest wherein to secare himself at his return from
Panama. He carried with him all the prisoners of the
island, and thus set sail for the river of Chagre, where he
arrived in the space of eight days. Here the joy of the
whole fleet was so great, when they spied the English
colours upon the castle that they minded not their way
into the river, which occasioned them to lose four of their
ships at the entry thereof, that, wherein Capt. Morgan went
being one of the four. Yet their fortune was so good as
to be able to save all the men and goods that were in the
said vessels. Yea, the ships likewiso had been prescrved,
if a strong northerly wind had not risen on that occasion,
which cast the ships upon the rock above mentioned, that
lies at the entry of the said river.

Capt. Morgan was brought into the castle with great
acclamations of triumph and joy of all the Pirates, both of
those that were within, and also them that were newly
come. Having understood the whole transactions of the
conquest, he commanded all the prisoners to begin to
work and repair what was ne essary, especially in setting
up new palisades, or pales, round about the forts depend-
ing on the castle. There were still in the river some
Spanish vessels, called by them chatten, which serve for
the transportation of merchandize up and down the said
river, as also for going to Porto Bello and Nicaragua.
These are commonly mounted with two great guns of iron
and four other smail ones of brass. All these vessels they
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soved on, bogcthel with four little ships they found thelo
and all the canoes. In the castle they left a garrison of
five hundred men, and in the ships within the river one
hundred and fifty more. These things being done, Captain
Morgan departed toward Panama, at the head of one
thousand two hundred men. He cavried very small pro-
visions with him, being in good hopes he should provide
himself sufficiently among the Spaniards, whom he knew
to lie in ambuscade at several places by the way.

Pirates Set Forth for Old Panama.

Capt. Morgan set forth from the castle of Chagre,

. towards Panama, the I8th day of January in the year

1671. He had under his conduct one thousand two hun-
dred men, five boats with artillery, and thirty-two canoes,
all of which were filled with the said people. Thus he
steered his course up the river towards Panama. That
day they sailed only six leagues, and came to a place called
De los Bracos. Here a party of his men went on shore,
only to sleep some few hours and stretch their limbs, they
being almost crippled with lying too much crowded in the
boats. After they had rested awhile, they went abroad,
to see if any victuals could be found in the ncighbouring
plantations. But they could find none, the Spaniards being
fled and carrying with them all the provisions they had.
This day, being the first of their journey, there was
amongst them such scarcity of victuals that the greatest
part were forced to pass with only a pipe of tobacco.
without any other refreshment.

The next day, very early in the morning, they con-
tinued their journey, and came about evening to a place
called Cruz de Juan Gallego. Here they were compelled
to leave their boats and canoes, by reason the river was
very dry for want of rain, and the many obstacles of trees
that were fallen into it.

The guides told them that about two leagues farther
on the country would he very good to continue the journey
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by land. Hereupon they left some companies, being in all
one hundred and sixty men, on board the boats to defend
them, with intent they might serve for a place of refuge,
in case of necessity.

The next morning, being the third day of their
journey, they all went ashore, excepting those abovemen-
tioned who were to keep the boats. To these Capt. Morgan
gave very strict orders, under great penalties, that no man,
upon any pretext whatsoever, should dare to leave the
boats and go ashore. This he did, fearing lest they should
be surprised and cut off by an ambuscade of Spaniards,
that might chance to lie thereabouts in the neighbouring
woods, which appeared so thick as to seem almost im-
penetrable.

Having this morning begun their march they found
the ways so dirty and irksome, that Capt. Morgan thought
it more convenient to transport some of the men in canoes
(though it could not be done without great labour) to a
place farther up the river called Cedro Bueno. Thus they
re-embarked, and the canoces returned for the rest that
were left behind. So that about night they found them-
selves altogether at the said place. The Pirates were ex-
tremely desirous to meet any Spaniards, or Indians, hoping
to fill their bellies with what provisions they should take
from them. For now they wero reduced almost to the very
extremity of hunger.

On the fourth day, the greatest part of the Pirates
marched by land, being led by one of the guides. 'The
rest went by water, farther up with tho canoes, being con-
ducted by another guide, who always went before them
with two of the said canoes, to discover on both sides of
the river the ambuscades of the Spaniards. These had
also spies, who were very dextrous, and could at any time
give notice of all accidents or of the arrival of the Pirates,
six hours at least before they came to any place.

This day about noon they found themselves near a
post, called Torna Cavallos. Here the guide of the canoes
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began to cry aloud he perceived an ambuscade.” His voice
cause infinite joy to all the Pirates, as persuading them-
selves they should find some provisions wherewith to
satiate their hunger, which was very great.

Pirates Feast on Leather Bags.

Being come to the place, they found nobody in it,
the Spaniards who were there not long before being every
one fled, and leaving nothing behind unless it were a small
number of leather bags, all empty, and a few crumbs of
bread scattcred upon the ground where they had caten.
Being angry at this misfortune, they pulled duwn a few
little huts which the Spaniards had made, and afterwards
fell to eating the leather bags, as being desirous to afford
something to the ferment of their stomachs, which now was
grown so sharp that it did gnaw their very bowels, having
nothing else to prey upon. Thus they made a huge banquet
upon those bags of leather, which doubtless had been more
grateful unto them, if divers quarrels had not risen "con-
cerning who should have the greatest share.

By the circumference of the place, they conjectured
five hundred Spaniards, more or less, had been there. And
these, finding no victuals, they were now infinitely desirous
to meet, intending to devour some of them rather than
perish. 'Whom they would certainly on that occasion have
roasted or boiled, to satisfy their famine, had they been
able to take them.

' After they had feasted themselves with those pieces
of leather they quitted the place, and marched farther on,
till they came about night to another post called Torna
Munni. Here they found another ambuscade but as barren
and desert as the former. They searched the neighbouring
woods, but could not find the least thing to eat, the
Spaniards having been so provident as not to leave behind
them anywhere the least crumb of sustenance, whereby the
Pirates were now brought to the extremity aforementioned.
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Here again he was happy, that had reserved since
noon any small piece of leather whereof to make his sup-
per, drinking after it a good draught of water for his great-
est comfort. Some persons, who were never out of - their
mothers’ kitchens may ask how these Pirates could eat,
swallow and digest those pieces of leather, so hard and
dry. To whom I only answer: That could they once ex-
periment what hunger, or rather famine, is, they would
certainly find the manner, by their own necessity, as the
Pirates did. For these first took the leather, and sliced it
in pieces. Then did they beat it between two stones, and
rub it, often dipping it in the water of the river, to render
it by this means supple and tender. Lastly, they scraped
off the hair, and roasted or broiled it upon the fire. And
being thus cooked they cut it into small morsels, and ate
it, helping it down with frequent gulps of water, which by
good fortune they had near at hand.
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Food Continues Scarce.

They continued their march the fifth day, and about
noon came to a place called Barbacoa (1). Here likewise
they found traces of another ambuscade, but the place
totally as unprovided as the two preceding were. At a
small distance were to be seen several plantations, - which
they searched very narrowly, but could not find any person,
animal or other thing that was capable of relieving their
extreme and ravenous hunger. Finally, having ranged up
and down and searched a long time, they found a certain
grotto which seemed to be but lately hewn out of a rock,
in which they found two sacks of meal, wheat and like
things, with two great jars of wine, and certain fruits
called Platanos (2). Capt. Morgan knowing that some of
his men were now, through hunger, reduced almost to the
extremity of their lives, and fearing lest the major part
should be brought into the same condition, caused all that
was found to be distributed amongst them who were in
greatest necessity.

Having refreshed themselves with these victuals, they
began to march anew with greater courage than ever.
‘Such as could not go well for weakness were put in the
canoes, and those commanded to land that were in them
before. - Thus they prosecuted their journey till late at
night, at. which time they came to a plantation where they
took up their.rest. But without eating anything at. all
for the Spaniards as before, had swept away all manner
of provisions, not leaving behind them the least sign of
victuals.

On the sixth day they continued their march, part of
them by land through the woods and part by water in the
canoes. Howbeit they were constrained to rest themselves

e e .

(15. To-day known as Barbacoas, near where the P. R.R
crosses the Chagres.
(2). Plantains, one of the chief products of the Isthmus to-day.
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very frequently by the way, both for the ruggedness thereof
and the extreme weakness they were under. To this they
endeavoured to occur, by eating some leaves of trees and
green herbs, or grass, such as they could pick, for such
was tho miserable condition they were in. This day, at
noon, they arrived at a plantation, where they found a barn
full of maize. Immediately they beat down the doors, and
fell to eating of it dry as much as they could devour.
Afterwards they distributed great uantity, giving to every
man a good allowance thereof.

Traces of Indian Ambuscades.

Being thus provided, they prosecuted their journey,
which having continued for the space of an hour, or there-
abouts, they met with an ambuscade of Indians. This they
no sooner had discovered, than they threw away their
maize, with the sudden hopes they conceived of finding all
things in abundance. But after all this haste, they found
themselves much deceived, they mueting neither Indians,
nor victuals, nor anything else of what they had imagined.
They saw motwithstanding on the other side of the river a
troop of a hundred Indians, more or less, who all escaped
away through the agility of their feet. Some few Pirates
there were who leapt into the river, the sooner to reach
the shore to see if they could take any of the said In-
diaus prisoners. But all was in vain for being much
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more nimble on their feet than the Pirates, they easily
baffled their endeavours. Neither did they only baffle
them, but killed also two or three of the Pirates with
their arrows, shouting at them at a distance and crying:
Ha; perros, a la savana, a la savana. Ha; ye dogs, go to
the plain, go to the plain.

This day they could advance no farther, by reason
they werc necessitated to pass the river hereabouts to con-
tinue their march on the other side. Hereupon they took
up their repose for that night. Howbeit their sleep was
not heavy nor profound,.for great murmurings were heard
that night in the camp, many complaining of Capt. Morgan
and his conduct in that enterprize, and being desirous to
return home. On the contrary, others would rather die
there than go back one step from what they had under-
taken. But others who had greater courage than any of
these two parties did laugh and joke at all their discourses.
In the meanwhile they had a guide who much comforted
them, saying: It would not be lung before they met with

people, Jrom whom they should reap considerable ud-
vantage. .

Arrive at Cruces.

The seventh day, in the morning, they all made clean
their arms, and every cne discharged his pistol or musket,
without bullet, to examine the security of their firelocks.
This being done, they passed to the other side of the
river in the canoes, leaving the post where they had rested
the night before, called Santa Cruz. Thus they proceeded
on their journey till noon, at which time they arrived at
a village called Cruz (1). Being at a great distance as
yet from the place, they perceived much smoke to arise out
of the chimneys.

(1) Now called Cruers, head of navigation on the Chagres for
parties bound for Panama,
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The sight hereof afforded them great joy und hopes
of finding people in the town, and afterwards: what they .
most desired, which was plenty of good cheer. Thus they
went on with as much haste as they could, making several
arguments to one another upon those external signs, though
all like castles built in the air. For, said they, there fs
smoke coming out of every house, therefore they are
making qood fires, to roast and boil what we are to eat.
With other things te this purpose.

At length they arrived there in great haste, all
sweating and panting, but found no person in the town,
nor anything that was catable wherewith to refresh them-
selves, unless it were good fires to warm themselves, which
they wanted not. For the Spaniards before their depar-
ture, had cvery one- set fire to his own house, excepting
only the storehouses and stables belonging to the King.

They had not left behind them any beast whatsoever,
either alive or dead. This occasioned much confusion in
their minds, they not finding thé least thing to lay hold
on, unless it were some few cats and dogs, which they
immediately killed and devoured with great appetite.

At last in the King's stables they found by good
fortune fifteen or sixteen jars of Peru wine, and a leather
sack full of bread. But no sooner had they begun to.
drink of the said wine when they fell sick, almost every
man. This sudden disaster made them think that the
wine was poisoned, which caused a new consternation in
the whole camp, as judging themselves now to be irrecov-
erably lost.  But the true reason was, their huge want of
sustcnance in that whole voysge, and the manifold sorts of
trash which they had eaten upon that occasion. = Their
sickness was so great that day as to cause them to remain
there till the next morning, without being able to prosecute

their journey as the) used to do, in the afternoon. - . 1

This village .is §aat,ed in. “the . latltqde of, degrees’.
and 2 minbtes, north,” bemg ‘distant. - from . the’ xiver QL




Arrive at Cruces. 75

The Star & Herald Company

Has the Largest and Best Equipped Plant on the Isthmus for
DOING ALL KINDS OF JOB WORK.

Letter Heads, BIll Meads, Receipt Blanks, Stock Certificates, Clr-

calars, Open Letters, Snipes, Hand Bilfs, Posters, Placards, Visit-

Ing and Business Cards, Wedding and Reception Invitations, Obitua-
ry Asmowacements, Etc., Etc., Priated Neatly and Expeditiously.

OUR PRIOCES ARE RIGET.

Chagre twenty-six Spanish leagues, (1), and eight ‘from
Panama. Moreover, this is the last place to which boats
or canoes can come; for which reason they built here store-
houses, wherein to keep all sorts of merchandize, which
hence to and from Panama are transported upon the backs
of mules.

Here, therefore, Capt. Morgan was constrained to
leave his canoes and land all his men, though never so
weak in their bodies. But lest the canves should be sur-
prized, or take up too many men for their defence, he
resolved to send them all back to the place where the
boats were, excepting one, which he caused to be hidden,
to the intent it might serve to carry intelligence according
to the exigence of affairs. Many of the Spaniards and
Indians belonging to this village were fled to the planta-
tions thereabouts.

Hereupon Capt. Morgan gave express orders that
none should dare to go out of the village, except in whoje
companies of a hundred together. The occasion hereof
was his fear lest the enemies should take an advantage
upon his men, by any sudden assault. Notwithstanding,
one party of English soldiers, stickled not to contravene
these commands, being tempted with the desire of finding
victuals. But these were soon glad to fly into the town

(1) Evidently refers to distance from mouth of river.
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again being assaulted with great fury by some Spaniards
and Indians, who snatched up one of the Pirates, and
carried him away prisoner. =~ Thus the vigilance and care
of Capt. Morgan was not sufficient to prevent every acci-
dent that might happen.

Resistance Offered by Indians.

On the eighth day, in the morning, Capt. Morgan
sent two hundred men before the body of his army, te
discover the way to Panama, and see if they had laid any
ambuscades therein, especially considering that the places
by which they were to pass were very fit for that purpose,
the paths being so narrow that only ten or twelve persons
could march in a file and oftentimes not so many.

Having marched about the space of ten hours, they
came to a place called Quebrada Obscura. Here, all on

the sudden, three or four thousand arrows were shot at.

them, without being able to perceive whence they came,or
who shot them. The place whence it was presumed .they
were shot was a high rocky mountain, excavated from one
side to the other, wherein was a grotto that went through
it, only capable of admitting one horse, or other beast

laded.  This multitude of arrows -caused a huge alarm

among the Pirates, especially because they could not dis-
cover the place whence they were discharged.

At last seeing no more arrows to appear they
marched a little farther, and entered into a wood. "Here

they perceived some Indians to fly as fast as they could’

possibly befor.: them, to take the advantage of : another
post, and thence observe the march of the Pirates. There
remained notwithstanding one troop of Indians “upon the
place, with full design to fight and defend themselves,
This combat they performed “with huge courage, till' such

time as their captain fell to the ground wounded, who’

although he was now in despair of life, yet his 'valour
being greater than his strength, would demand no quarter,

e memait = cre
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but, endeavouring to raise himself, with undaunted mind
lald hold of his azagaya, or ]avelm, and struck at one of
the Pirates. But before he could second the blow, he was
shot to death with a pistol. This was also the fate of
many of his companions, who like good and courageous
soldiers lost their lives with their captain, for the defence
of their country.

“A la Savana, Perros Ingleses.”

The Pirates endeavoured, as much as possible, to lay
hold on some of the Indians and take them prisoners.
But they being infinitely swilter than the Pirates, every
one escaped, leaving eight Pirates decad upon the place,
and ten wounded. Yea, had the Indians been more dex-
trous in military affairs, they might have defended that
passage and not let ono sole man to pass. Within a little
while after they came to a large campaign (champaign)
field open, and full of vauegftted meadows. From here
they could perceive at a distance before them a parcel of
Indians, who stood on top of a mountain, very near the
way by which the Pirates were to pass. They sent a
troop of fifty men,the nimblest they could pick out, to see
if they could catch any of them, and aftcr\\axds force
them to declare whereabouts their companions had their
mansions. But all their industry was in vain, for they
escaped through their nimbleness, and presently afterwards
showed themselves in another place, hallooing to the
English, and crying: A la savana, A la savana, cornudos,
perros Ingleses; that is, To the plam, to the plam ye cuck, .
olds, ye English dogs. While these things passed, the ten
Pirates that were wounded a little before were dressed
and plastered up.

At this place there was a wood, and on each side
thereof a mountain. The Indians had immediately possessed
themselves of one, and the Pirates took possession of the

other that was opposite to it. Capt. Morgan was persuaded
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that in the wood the Spaniards had placed an ambuscade,
as lying so conveniently for that purpose. ~Hereupon he
sent before two hundred men to search it. The Spaniards
and Indians perceiving the Pirates to descend the moun-
tain, did so tno, as if they designed to attack them. But
being got into the wood, out ot sight of the Pirates, they
disappeared, and were seen no more, leaving the passage
open to them.

About night there fell a great rain, which caused
the Pirates to march the faster and seek everywhere for
houses wherein to preserve their arms from being wet.
But the Indians had set firo to every one thereabouts, and
tiansported all their cattle to remote places, to the end
that the pirates, finding neither houses nor victuals, might
be constrained to return homewards. Notwithstanding,
after diligent search, they found a few little huts belong-
ing to shepherds, but in them nothing to eat. These not
being capable of holding many men, they placed in them
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out of every company a small number; who kept the arms’
of all the rest of the army. Those who remained in the
open field endured much hardship that night, the rain not
ceasing to fall until the morning.

The End of the March.

The next morning. about break of- day being the
ninth of this tedious journey, Capt. Morgan cohtinued his
march while the fresh air of the ‘morning lasted. For the
clouds then haungiug as yet over their heads were much
more favourable to them than the scorching rays of the
sun, by reason the way was now more difficult and labor-
ious than all the preceding. After two hours’ march they
discovered a troop of about twenty Spaniards, who ob-
served the motions of the Pirates. They endeavoured to
catch some of them, but could lay hold on none, they
suddenly disappearing, and absconding themselves in caves
among the rocks totally unknown to the Pirates.

At last they came to a high mountain, which, when
they ascended, they discovered from the top thereof the
South Sea. This happy sight, as if it were the end of
their labours, caused infinite joy among all the Pirates.
Hence they could descry also one ship and six boats, which
were set forth from Panama and sailed towards the islands
of Tovago and Tovagilla, (Taboga and Taboguilla) Having
descended this mountain, they came to a vale (the Sabanas
of the present day), in which they found great quantity of !
cattle, whereof they killed good store. ~Here while some
were employed in killing and flaying of cows. lorses, bulls |

and chiefly asses, of which there was a very large number, |

others busied themselves in kindling of fires and’ getting
wood wherewith to roast them. Thus cutting the flesh of
these animals into convenient pieces, or gobbets, they threw
them into the fire, and half carbonadoed or roasted, they
devoured them with incredible haste and appetite.  For ,
such was their hunger that they more resembled cannibals
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than Europeans at this banquet, the blood many times
running down from their beards to the middle of their

1es.

. Having satisfied their hunger with these delicious
meats, Capt. Morgan ordered them to continue the march.
Here again he sent before the main body fifty men,
with intent to take some prisoners, if possibly they could.
For he seemed now to be much concerned that in nine
days’ time he could not meet one person who might inform
him of the condition and forces of the Spaniards. '

About evening they discovered a troop of two hundred
Spaniards, more or less, who hallooed to the Pirates, but
these could not understand what they said. A little while
after they came the first time within sight of the highest
steeple of Panama. This steeple they no sooner had dis-
covered than they began to show signs of extreme joy,
casting up their hats into the air, leaping for mirth, and
shouting, even just as if they had already obtained the
victory and entire accomplishment of their designs. All
the trumpets were sounded and every drum beaten, in
- token of this universal acclamation and huge alacrity of
~ their minds.

: Thus they pitched their camp for that night with
. general content of the whole army, waiting with impatience
~ for the morning, at which time they intended to attack
- the city. This evening there appeared fifty horses, who
. came out of the city, hearing the noise of the drums and
: trumpets of the Pirates, to observe, as it was thought,
* their motions. They came almost within musket-shot of
" the army, being preceded by a trumpet that sounded mar-
vellously well. Those on horseback hallooed aloud to the
Pirates, and threatened them, saying: Perros! nos veremos,
that is, Ye dogs! we shall meet ye. Having made this
menace, they returned into the city, excepting only seven
" or eight horsemen who remained hovering theveabouts to
. watch what motions the Pirates made. '
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Immediately after, the city began to fire and ceased
not to play with their biggest guns all night long against
the camp, but with little or no harm to the Pirates, whom
they could not convenicntly reach. About this time also
the two hundred Spaniards whom the Pirates had seen in
the afternoon appeared again within sight, making re-
semblance as if they would block up the passages, to the
intent no Pirates might escape the hands of their forces.
But the Pirates, who were now in a manner besieged,
instead of conceiving any fear of their blockades, as soon
as they had placed sentries about their camp, began every
one to open their satchels, and without any preparation of
napkins or plates, fell to eating very heartily the remain-
ing pieces of bulls’ and horses’ flesh which they had reserved
since noon. This being done they laid themselves down to
sleep upon the grass with great repose and huge satisfac-
tion, expecting only with impatience the dawning of the
next day.

Preparations for Attack.

On the tenth day betimes in the morning, they put
all their men in convenient order, and with drums and
trumpets sounding, continued their march directly towards
the city. But one of the guides desired Capt. Morgan not
to take the common highway that led thither, fearing lest
they should find in it much resistance and many ambus-
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cades. He presently took his advice, and chose another
way that went through the wood, although very irksome
and difficult. Thus the Spaniards, perceiving the Pirates
had taken another way, which they scarce had thought on
or believed, were compelled to leave their stops and bat-
teries, and come out to meet them. The Governor of
Panama put his forces in order, consisting of two squad-
rons, four regiments of foot, and a huge number of wild
bulls, which were driven by a great number of Indians,
with some negroes and others, to help them.

The Pirates, being now upon their march, came to
the top of a little hill, whence they had a large prospect
of the city and campaign (champaign) country underneath,
Here they discovered the forces of the people of Panama,
extended in battle array and when they perceived them to be
so numerous, they were suddenly surprized with great fear,
much doubting the fortune of the day. Yea, few or none
there were but wished themselves at home, or at least free
from the obligation of that engagement, wherein they per-
ceived their lives must be so narrowly concerned.

Having been some time at a stand, in a wavering
condition of mind, they at last reflected upon the straits
they had brought themselves into, and that now they ought
of necessity either to fight resolutely or die, for no quarter
could be expected from an enemy against whom they had

! committed so many cruelties on all occasions. Hereupon
" they encouraged one another, and resolved either to con-
. quer, or spend the very last drop of blood in their bodies.
: Afterwards they divided themselves into three battalions,
~ or troops, sending before them one or two hundred buc-
* caneers, which soit of people are infinitely dextrous at

shooting with guns. Thus the Pirates left the hill and

¢ descended marching directly towards the Spaniards, who
- were posted in a spacious field, waiting for their coming.

As soon as they drew near them, the Spanisrds
began to shout, and cry, Viva el Rey! God save the
King! and immediately their horse began to move against
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the Pirates. But the field being full of quags and very
soft under foot, they could not ply to and fro and wheel
about, as they desired. The two hundred buccaneers who
went before, every one putting one knee to the ground,
gave them a full volley of shot, wherewith the battle was
instantly kindled very hot. :

Wild Bulls Used in Battle.

The Spaniards defended themselves very courageously,
acting all they could possibly perform, to disorder the
Pirates. Their foot, in like manner, endeavoured to second
the horse, but were constrained by the Pirates to separate
from them. Thus finding themselves frustrated of their
designs, they attempted to drive the bulls against them at
their backs, and by this means put them into disorder,
but the greatest part of the wild cattle ran away, being
frightened with the noise of the battle, and some few
that broke through the English companies did no other
harm than to tear the colours in pieces, whereas the buc-
caneers shooting thom dead, left not one to trouble them
thereabouts.

The battle having now continued for the space of
two hours, at the end thereof the greatest part of the
Spanish horse was ruined and almost all killed. The rest
fled away, which being perceived by the foot, and that
they could not possibly prevail, they discharged the shot
they had in their muskets, and throwing them on the
ground, betook themselves to flight, every one which way -
he could run. The Pirates could not possibly follow them,

* as being too much harassed and wearied with the long
journey they had lately made. Many of them, not being
able to fly whither they desired, hid themselves for that
present among the shrubs of the sea-side. =~ But very un-
fortunately, for most of them being found out by the

- Pirates, were instantly killed, without giving quarter to any.
Some religious men were brought prisoners before Captain

P
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Morgan, but he being decaf to their cries and ]a.mentatim;s,
commanded them all to be immediately pistoled, which
was immediately done.

Soon after they brought a captain to his presence,
whom he examined very strictly about several things, par-
ticularly wherein consisted the forces of those of Panama.
To which he answered: Their whole strength did consist
in four hundred horse, twenty-four companies of foot,each
being of one hundred men complete, sixty Indians and
some negroes, who were to drive two thousand wild bulls
and cause them to run over the English camp, and thus
by breaking their files put them into & total disorder and
confusion. He discovered more, that in the city they had
made trenches, and raised batteries in several places, in
which they had placed many guns, and that at the entry
of the highway which led to the city they had built a
fort, which was mounted with eight great guns of brass,
and defended by fifty men.
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Captain Moigan, having heard this information, gave
orders instantly they should march another way. But
before setting forth, he made a review of all his men,
wheroof he found both killed and wounded a cousiderable
number, and much greater than had been believed. Of
the Spaniards were found six hundred dead wupon the
place, besides the wounded and prisoners. The Pirates
were nothing discouraged, seeing their number so much
diminished, but rather filled with greater pride than before,
perceiving what huge advantage they had obtained against
their enemies. Thus having rested themselves some while,
they prepared to march courageously towards the city,
plighting their oaths to one another in general they would
fight till never a man was left alive.  With this courage
they recommenced their march, either to conquer or be
conquered, carrying with them all the priscners.

They found much difficulty in their approach to the
city. For within the town the Spaniards had placed
many great guns, at several quarters thereof, some of
which were charged with small pieces of iron, and others
with musket-bullets. With all these they saluted the
Pirates at their drawing nigh to the place, and gave them
full and frequent broadsides, firing at them incessantly.
Whence it came to pass that unavoidably they lost, at
every step they advanced, great numbers of men. But
re ther these manifest dangers to their lives, nor the sight
of so many of their own men dropping down continually at
their sides, could deter them from advancing farther and
gaining ground every moment upon the enemy. Thus,
although the Spaniards never ceased to fire and act the
best they could for their defence, yet notwithstanding they
wore forced to deliver the city after the space of three
hours’ combat.

The Pirates having now possessed themselves thereof,
killed and destroyed as many as attempted to make the
least opposition against them. The irhabitants had caused
the best of their goods to be transported to more remote
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and occult places. Howbeit they found within the city as
yet several warehouses, very well stocked with all sorts of
merchandize, as well as silks, cloths, linen, and other things
of considerable value.

As soon as the first fury of their entrance into the
city was over, Capt. Morgan assembled all his men at a
certain place which he assigned, and there commanded
them under very great penalties that none of them should
dare to drink or taste any wine. The reason he gave for
this injunction was, because he had received private intelli-
gence that it had been all poisoned by the Spaniards.
Howbeit it was the opinion of many that he gave these
prudent orders to prevent the debauchery of his people,
which he foresaw would be very great at the beginning,
after so much hunger sustained by the way, fearing withal
lest the Spaniards seeing them in wine, should rally their
forces and fall upon the city, and use them as inhumanly
as they bad used the inhabitants before.

Morgan Sets Fire to the City.

Capt. Morgan, as soon as he had placed guards at
several quarters where he thought necessary, both within
and without the city of Panama, immediately commanded
twenty-five men to seize a great boat, which had stuck in
the port for want of water at a low tide, so that she
could not put out to sea. The same day, about noon, he
caused certain men privately to set fire to several great
edifices of the city, nobody knowing whence the fire pro-
ceeded nor who were the authors thereof, much less what
motives persuaded Capt. Morgan thereto, which are as yet
unknown to this day. The fire increased so fast that
before night the greatest part of the city was in flame.

Capt. Morgan endeavoured to make the public believe
the Spaniards had been the cause thereof, which suspicions
he surmised among his own people, perceiving they reflected
npon him for that action. Many of the Spaniards, as also
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some of the Pirates, used all the means possible either to
extinguish the flame, or by blowing up houses with gun-
powder, and pulling down others, to stop its progress. But
all was in vain for in less than half an hour it consumed
a whole street.

The Wealth of Old Panama.

All the houses of this city were built with cedar,
being of very curious and magnificent structure, and richly
adorned within, especially with hangings and paintings
whereof part was already transportel out of the Pirates’
way, and another great part was consumed by the voracity
of the fire. There helonged to this city (which is also the
head of a b'shopric), eight monasteries, whereof seven were
for men and one for women, two stat:ly churches and one
hospital. The churches and monasteries were all richly
adorned with altar-pieces and paintings, and huge quantity of
gold and silver, with other precious things all of which
the ecclesiastics had hidden and concealed.

Besides the above ornaments, here were to bo seen
two thousand houses of magnificent and prodigions build-
ing, being all or the greatest part inhabited by merchants
of that country who are vastly rich. For the rest of the
inhabitants of lesser quality and tradesmen, this city con-
tained five thousand houses more. Here were also a great
number of stables which served for the horses and mules
that carry all the plate, Lelonging as well to the King of
Spain as to private men, towards the coast of the North.
Sea. The neighbouring fields belonging to this city are
all cultivated with fertile plantations and pleasant gardens,.
I which afford delicious prospects to the inhabitants the
whole year long, :

The Genoese had in this city of Panama a stately
and magnificent house belonging to their trade and com-
merce of negroes. This building likewise was commanded
by Capt. Morgan to be set on fire whereby it was burnt:
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to the very ground. Besides which pile of buildings, there
were consumed to the number of two hundred warehouses,
and a great number of slaves who had hid themselves
therein, together with an infinite multitude of sacks of
meal.

The fire of all the houses and buildings was seen
to continue four weeks after the day it began. The Pirates
in the meanwhile, at least the greatest part of them,
camped some time without the city, fearing and expecting
that the Spaniards would come and fight them anew. For
it was known that they had an incomparable number of
men more than the Pirates had. This occasioned them
to keep the field thereby to preserve their forces united,
which now were very much diminished by the losses of
the preceding battles, as also because they had a great
many wounded, all of which they had put into one of the
churches which alone remained standing, the rest being
consumed by the fire. Moreover, besides these decreases of
their men, Capt. Morgan had sent a convoy of one hundred
and fifty men to the Castle of Chagre, to carry the news
of his victory obtained against Panama.

They saw many times whole troops of Spaniards
cruize to and fro in the campaign (champaign) fields which
gave them occasion to suspect their rallying anew. Yet
they never had the courage to attempt anything against
the Pirates. In the afternoon of this fatal day Captain
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Morgan re-entered again the city with his troops, to the
intent that every one might take up his lodgings, which
now they could hardly find, very few~houses having es-
caped the desolation of the fire.  Soon after they fell to
seeking very carefully among the ruins and ashes for
utensils of plate or gold which peradventure were not
quite wasted by the flames. And of such things they
found no small number in several places, especially in wells
and cisterns where the Spaniards had hid them from the
covetous search of the Pirates.

The next day Capt. Morgan despatched away two
troops of Piratcs, of one hundred and fifty men ecach,
being all very stout soldiers and well armed, with orders
to seek for the inhabitants of Panama who were escaped
from the hands of their cnemics. These men, having made
several excursions up and down the campaign (champaign)
fields, woods and mountains, adjoining to Panama, returned
after two days’ time, bringing with them above two hun-
dred prisoners, between men, women and slaves.

Escape of the Treasure Galleon.

The same day returned also the boat above mentioned,
which Capt. Morgan had sent into the South Sea, bring-
ing with it three other hoats  which they had taken in a
little while. But all these prizes they could willingly have™
given, yea, although they had employed greater labour into
the bargain for one certain galleon  which miraculously
escaped their industry, being very richly laden with all
the King’s plate and a great quantity of riches of gold,
pearls, jewels and other most precious goods of all the hest
and richest merchants of Panama. On board of this
galleon were also the religious women, belonging to the
nunnery of the said city, who had embarked with them all
the ornaments of the church consisting of a large quantity
of gold, plate and other things of great value. .
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